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Content: 

American History I: The Founding Principles will begin with the European exploration 

of the new world through Reconstruction.  Students will examine the historical and 

intellectual origins of the United States from European exploration and colonial 

settlement to the Revolutionary and Constitutional eras. Students will learn about the 

important political and economic factors that contributed to the development of 

colonial America and the outbreak of the American Revolution as well as the 

consequences of the Revolution, including the writing and key ideas of the U.S. 

Constitution. 

Student Supplies: 

Students will need their iPad daily (charged), paper, and a writing utensil. Also by 

signing this syllabus, you will be allowing your child to view the patriot (PG-13) and 

Glory (PG-13). We believe those films give our students a good visual of the various 

topics we will cover in this class. 

 

North Carolina Essential Standards 

AH1.H.1: Apply the four interconnected dimensions of historical thinking to the 

United States History Essential Standards in order to understand the creation and 

development of the United States over time 

AH1.H.2: Analyze key political, economic and social turning points in United 

States History using historical thinking 

AH1.H.3: Understand the factors that led to exploration, settlement, movement, 

and expansion and their impact on United States development over time 

AH1.H.4: Analyze how conflict and compromise have shaped politics, economics 

and culture in the United States 

AH1.H.5: Understand how tensions between freedom, equality and power have 

shaped the political, economic and social development of the United States 



AH1.H.6: Understand how and why the roles of the United States in the world 

has changed over time 

AH1.H.7: Understand the impact of war on American politics, economics, society 

and culture 

AH1.H.8: Analyze the relationship between progress, crisis, and the “American 

Dream” within the United States 

 

Grading & Evaluation 

A      90-100 

B      80-89 

C      70-79 

D      60-69 

F      59 & below 

 

Grading Scale 
Test/Participation- 50% 
Quizzes - 30% 
Homework/Classwork- 20% 

 
You will have a participation quiz grade each week. If you sleep in class, get sent to choice, or 
get caught on your iPad or laptop doing something you are not instructed to do you will not earn 
the required points for activities missed. Also, if you are on your cell phone in class when you 
are not permitted to be, your cell phone will be placed on the cell phone holding table until the 
end of the class period (phone must be on silent or in the off position) You will be permitted to 
retrieve your cell phone at the end of the class period. If you refuse to place your phone in the 
designated area or your cell phone is a habitual issue, you will be subject to the school 
disciplinary procedures for cell phones, (see student handbook). You will not be permitted to 
remain in the classroom if you are not following directions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



General Requirements 

1. In order to pass this course you must successfully complete the course with at least a 60 
and pass the final exam. 

2. 10 absences= Failing Grade 
3. If you miss a day, you will have 2 days to make up work or it will become a Zero. See me 

to find out what you are missing. 
4. You will have a notes quiz at the end of every week. 
5. You will have a unit test or project approximately every 1-2 weeks and vocabulary 

quizzes the same. 
6. You will have a bellringer activity that will be graded with classwork. You will have 5 

minutes to complete your daily warm up at the beginning of class.  
7. Check classroom website daily 

 
 
Class Rules and Procedures 

1. You must follow all classroom and school rules posted. Be Responsible, Participatory, on 
Task, and Prepared. No Cell Phones or Electronic devices (other than assigned iPad).  

2. I do not tolerate profanity, inappropriate comments, bullying or disrespect. These will 
result in immediate removal.  

3. If you choose to not follow my rules your parent will be notified and you will be sent out. 
4. You will only have 4 bathroom passes per 9 weeks. Use them wisely. It is a privilege to 

use the restroom. Do not ask unless you have been on task during class. No one will be 
allowed to leave during the first 15 minutes of class, or the last 15 minutes of class  

5. I expect you to use manners in my classroom. You must ask permission when doing 
things. Manners include NOT talking while your classmates or I are talking.  

6. If caught cheating you will receive a Zero.  
7. It is Your Responsibility to see me to make up any work that you may have missed while 

you were absent.  
8. You will be expected to work in groups frequently. 
9. Your iPad is required to be charged and brought to class every day, if you forget your 

iPad in another classroom, you will not be able to earn the points for any activity that 
required the use of your iPad that day. Nonetheless, you will still be responsible for 
making up the missed assignments. 

10. I reserve the right to add or remove rules/procedures if I deem necessary.  

 
 



 
Dear Student,  

Please sign your signature below, acknowledging that you understand and agree to follow 
the requirements and expectations. Understand that these procedures are necessary for our class 
to run smoothly.  
 
NOTE:  
The syllabus is available on the classroom website and each student has been instructed how to 
locate it. (WCHS webpage, teachers, Tilmon Peterson) 
 
Printed Name: ____________________  
 
Signature:_________________________ Date:__________________ 
 
 
Student Supplies: 

Students will need their iPad daily (charged), paper, and a writing utensil. Also by 

signing this syllabus, you will be allowing your child to view the patriot (PG-13) and 

Glory (PG-13). We believe those films give our students a good visual of the various 

topics we will cover in this class. My classroom is all digital. Your student will be required 
to photograph and email assignments to me, and cc parent/guardian as directed. 

 
Dear Parent or Guardian, 

My name is Mr. Peterson and I am looking forward to being your child’s History teacher 
this semester. Please sign below, recognizing that you have read and understand the syllabus for 
our class. In addition, please feel free to include your contact information. If you have any 
questions or concerns about your child’s progress this semester please feel free to contact me. I 
am willing to do whatever necessary to make sure your child is successful this year. 
 
 
Signature: ______________________________ Date: __________________ 
 
Phone number/ email: ___________________________________________________________ 
 


